Lavina Walker Black McMullin
From Mildred R. Lewis

Lavina Walker was born October 25, 1894, in Taylor, Apache County, Arizona.  She was the seventh child of William A. and Lottie Brimhall Walker.  Her family moved to New Mexico in 1896, then to Redmesa, Colorado, in 1907.

Lavina went to a one-room school house that was heated with a wood stove.  Many times they had to walk to school in deep snow.

September 1915 Lavina’s father had just finished the upper room on a new house when their house caught fire.  The whole family was taken into different homes for a short time.  Everyone helped out at this time.  Nellie and Lavina would sell cheese and milk from a wagon on the road to help out.  Josephine and Lavina worked at the packing houses and the orchards.  In the spring the family moved into a one-room log house that William had built for a milk room.  They put up a large tent, and between the milk house and the tent they were all together again.

After the boys in the family had all married and Lavina’s father was in failing health, Lottie took her four girls (Lavina, Ruth, Ethel, and Nellie) to live in Provo, Utah.  Lottie felt that the opportunities for better education and more young people were there.  They were encouraged by Apostle Lyman to move to Provo.

Lavina had taken over most of the sewing at this time, and she taught Ethel to be her assistant.  For two years they sewed.  Ruth taught school, and finally the day came when they had enough money to take them to Provo.  While in Provo, Lavina did sewing.  It was hard work, but she didn’t mind.  Lavina then got a better job in a traveling sales job, and because of this, Lottie was able to quit work.

A son was born to Lavina Walker and Charles Hawkins on September 22, 1919, in Redmesa, La Plata County, Colorado—Conrad Harold Hawkins.  Lavina and Charles were never married.

On March 8, 1930, Lavina married Samuel J. Black in Seattle, Washington, and another son—Paul Leon Black—March 6, 1931, in Los Angeles, California.  Lavina was sealed to Samuel J. Black in the LDS temple on September 24, 1931.  She received a civil divorce May 21, 1935 and a temple divorce June 7, 1958.

In 1947 Estella Call received a letter from Lavina saying that she was wearing a diamond.  Estella sent a large envelope of tracts and pamphlets to Lavina’s boyfriend to read, for he was investigating the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  Vinson Charles McMullin and Lavina were married in Los Angeles, California, on October 23, 1948, and he took out his temple endowments January 24, 1959.  They were sealed in the Los Angeles Temple.

Lavina had to work hard all her life, but she always seemed happy with her life.  She was well liked by all.  She raised lovely sons.

For 16 years Lottie lived with Lavina in Los Angeles, and Lavina took such good care of her mother.  Lavina was a good person.

In October of 1965 Lavina had just arrived home from Sunday school when she had a heart attack.  She stayed in the hospital for several weeks, but on November 12, 1965, she died from uremia poisoning.

She had a lovely funeral, nice clothes and casket and many lovely flowers.  Those of her family present were the Lerwills, Mae Bond, Lois and Carl Herrman,  Lavina’s sons and their wives, Hal Bond and wife, her husband Charles, Estella, and many friends.  The Relief Society furnished the refreshments.  She was buried in Rose Hills Cemetery in Whittier, California, right near her mother’s grave.

From Joy Walker Brown

Lavina moved when she was about one year old along with her family to Fruitland, New Mexico, in 1895.  Then when she was 12 years old, Lavina and her family moved to Redmesa, Colorado, in 1906.

She married a man named Charles Howard Hawkins at some point, probably in Redmesa.  Charles and she had one child and named him Conrad Harold Hawkins.  He was born September 22, 1919.   At some point she found out that he was already a married man, and Lavina left him.

In 1930 she married Sam Jefferson Black in Seattle, Washington.  In Los Angeles, California, Sam and Lavina had a son and named him Paul Leon Black.  He was born March 6, 1931.  He was the only child from this marriage.

About 1933 Lavina and Sam took Paul and Conrad to live in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Paul was two years old at the time.  It was probably where Sam was stationed in the Navy.

About 1935 Lavina and Sam moved to Los Angeles, California, and lived at 323 92nd St.  It was shortly after moving there that Sam left Lavina with two children to support during the Depression.  After Sam left, Lavina’s mother Lottie Walker moved there to live and help Lavina tend the two children while Lavina worked.  Lottie Walker died April 3, 1947.
Lavina married Charles Vinson McMullin on October 24, 1948.

Lavina died November 12, 1965.
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