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TNHARDIN-L Archives
From: "Nolin Christensen" <nchristensen@kscable.com>
Subject: Re: [TNHARDIN] State line
Date: Mon, 11 Oct 1999 21:41:11 -0500
David, I have to disagree with you.  The present line was resurvyed in 1859

(I was 1 year off).  It was then that it was changed.  Below is from the

website http://www.tngenweb.usit.com/tnland/walker.htm  which shows the old

and new lines.

Winchester Line

The north line of West Tennessee remained to be located on the ground.

Henderson in 1821 ran it from the Tennessee to the green-timber arm of

Reelfoot Lake and then to the Mississippi on the parallel of 36 degrees, 30

minutes, and 32 seconds, or about 3200 feet north of the true line.  This

was quite as good a result as that of Alexander and Munsell's survey in

1819, since the latter "missed the mark" on the Mississippi by 3000 feet(2).

As has been seen (3) the south boundary line of West Tennessee was first

officially surveyed by General James Winchester, as an official of the

general government.  (4) The State of Mississippi, as well as the

Chickasaws, was not willing to recognize it as correct.  The lower Chickasaw

Bluff and young Memphis tempted the State of Mississippi to reopen the

question.  In January, 1829, Governor Brandon in a message to the

legislature of that State urged that the line should be retraced.  In 1831,

the Governor reported to that body that an experimental survey by Maj. John

Holland for Mississippi disclosed that the Winchester line was so nearly

correct that further agitation was unnecessary.  The fact was that the

Winchester line was too far north; and Mississippi though to back off.  But

Tennessee was now the unwilling party.  The surveyor, John Thompson, made a

like report (5), and Governor Wm. Carroll insisted that Mississippi carry

her own suggestion to the ultimate.

In January, 1837, a report to the Mississippi legislature maintained that

the Winchester line was a legal one; but a commission was appointed (B.A.

Ludlow, D. W. Connelly and W. Petrie) to meet commissioners in behalf of

Tennessee (J. D. Graham and Austin Miller).  By astronomical observations

they determined that the line was so far south of that of Winchester that

the domain of Tennessee was augmented by 215,927 acres (6).  They marked the

line from a point on the Tennessee River six chains south of the mouth of

Yellow Creek to a point on the Mississippi opposite Cow Island.  Their

report was ratified and their line was declared the true one in the

Mississippi Constitution of 1890.  Recent government surveys demonstrate

that this line is about one-half mile south of the true latitude.

Tennessee has been fortunate in nearly all of her disputes as to State

boundaries.  Her chief gains, in the match of wits, have been at the expense

of Virginia and Kentucky.

Both the north and south boundaries of West Tennessee are thus shown to be

practically those geodetical lines which were projected westward as limits

for the Colonies in the earliest times.

- --------------------------------------------------------------------------

----

1Chapter 67

2Not until 1859, during the administration of Gov. Isham G. Harris, was the

line jointly surveyed and marked.  Austin P. Cox and C. N. Briggs, for

Kentucky, and Benjamin Peeples and O. R. Watkins, for Tennessee were the

commissioners.  They ran from the Mississippi eastward to the Tennessee.

They placed markers of stone---one with a large legend on the bank of the

Mississippi; others with "Ky." and "Tenn." together with the distance in

miles from the starting point.  Report to Governor Harris of date Nov. 11,

1869. For the calls of the survey, see Tenn.Acts of 1860.

3Chapter XIII

4Early in 1819, Col James Brown had made an unofficial survey for his own

information.  He began at the Tennessee and ended on March 6th practically

at the point reached and fixed on the Mississippi by Gen. Winchester.  Old

Folks Record, 403. In this magazine, published at Memphis, Brown gives an

interesting account in his "Early Reminiscences of Memphis and West

Tennessee."

5Holland found Memphis to be 9 minutes, 37.7 seconds, and Thompson 9

minutes, 48.8 seconds north of the 35th degree, south of Winchester's

terminus.

6At the Mississippi, the line was four and one-half miles and 514 feet south

of Winchester's line.
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