THE  WALKER  HISTORY

( This is a copy given to me by Joy Walker Brown.  The text in red italic that are given, were found hand written on this copy by unknown person or persons.  If this was written by Ruth Walker, then she is the 10th child of William Albert Walker. )               received from Aunt Ruth (Walker) Lerwill
In the year 1735, Thomas Walker, his brother, George, and sister, Mary (Md. Mr. Dallas) sailed from Ireland to Delaware.  From Delaware, they went to Pennsylvania.  There Thomas married a young lady named Sophia Wilsher, a Palatine Dutch girl.  The Palatine people seemed to stay together, thinking themselves to be a higher class of German descent.  They had been given certain ranks which had been conferred upon them for outstanding service to royalty.  From this union with Sophia, there were ten children.  After Sophia's death he married a girl by the name of Mary and they had seven children.  Sophia's children were: Ephraim, Moses, Pleasant, Amos, William, Elizabeth, Benjamin, Patty, Isaac; Mary's children were: Elijah, Reuben, Abraham, John, Margaret, Rebecca, Rachel.  (only 9 children are listed for Sophia)

No   George
In 1750, Thomas and George moved to Burke Co., Georgia (also Mary ? ).  Thomas was still there when the census was taken in 1790.  In 1791, he was in Richamond Co., Georgia, where he made out his will, naming his seventeen children.  He was 90 years old and died shortly after.

Our Line comes from Ephraim Walker, first child of Sophia (”first child of Sophia” underlined).  Ephraim's son John Beechum Walker and his wife Elizabeth Ann Brown joined the church 1836 having been converted by Benjamin Clapp and Jesse Hunter, missionaries.  John was baptised by Benjamin Clapp and confirmed by Jesse Hunter.  At the time of his conversion, he was working on his Aunt Polly's farm, which was located in Tishomingo, Mississippi.  Polly's husband had died the year before.  Polly's brother William Sparkman, was also helping on the farm.  When Sparkman learned that John had joined the Mormon Church, he was so angry that he gathered a mob and had the elders run out of the community.  John was also forced to leave.  He never saw any of his people again, leaving little information about them.

John was ordained an elder in December 1839 at Tishomingo Co., Miss.  They moved to Nauvoo, Ill. to be with the Saints where he helped to build the Nauvoo Temple.  John and Elizabeth received their endowments in the Nauvoo Temple, January 7, 1846 and were sealed the same day.  He was ordained a seventy in April 1854 by Joseph Young and was a member of the 8th Quorum.

John and family crossed the plains with the saints.  He was made captain of company B at Sholes Creek (see historical Vol. 7 p. 671-684.)  John was a wheelwright by trade and was of great assistance to the saints in making the 1,000 mile trek.  Their two older children Jan and Sarah Elizabeth were born at Tishomingo, Miss., Jesse Hunter, and John Thomas were born at Nauvoo, Ill., Margaret Ann and James Ephraim were born at Kanesville, Iowa, William Albert at Winter Quarters, Nebraska, Selina at Grantsville, Utah.

After coming to Utah, the family settled at Grantsville, John was commissioned by Brigham Young as captain of company 14 in the militia, to keep down the Indian uprising.  Because of the hardships which he suffered, he contracted tuberculosis which he never overcame.  He died 10 March 1856 and was the first man buried in the Grantsville cemetery.  Elizabeth was left with seven children, the oldest being 20 and the youngest being 1 year old.  They had lost their oldest girl at the age of four and the boy James at the age of 10, now she was to lose another.

John Walker, Jr. age 19 was working at Coleville, Utah for a cattleman named Ike Potter.  Ike was an interpreter for the Indians.  Some immigrants who had recently arrived had found their horses had been stolen.  Some of them came to Ike Potter and accused the Indians of having taken them.  He was told to go to the Indians and find the horses.  Potter talked with the Indians and they denied having taken them but said they knew where they were.  (The sheepmen and cattlemen were having trouble among themselves.  One of the troublemakers had driven the horses away.)  Ike Potter and John were arrested on grounds of protecting the Indians.

They were kept in the schoolhouse over night where Potter was shot and killed by one of the renegades, John was wounded in the leg.  John jumped from the window into the stream and swam into a thick growth of willows where he hid.  Some of the Indians had watched the procedure and took him by night, riding with him to the home of his mother in Grantsville.  His mother kept him hid in a growth of willows, pouring cold water on the wound until inflammation had cleared away.  John knew the men involved would never rest until they found him  (he would be used as a witness against them.)  As soon as he was able he left by horseback for Idaho but was never seen again.

The Walker boys searched for him for years and talked and talked with different Indians who they thought may have seen him.  They later told them that they had found his body and buried him.  John had been in love with a young lady who died shortly after.  Their folks had their temple work done for them.

Elizabeth and family moved to Swan Lake, Idaho, where they had acquired 300 acres of land.  On it they raised hay and cattle but because of the cold climate they later decided to move to Arizona.  They sold their holdings, outfitted themselves with wagons and supplies, taking their cattle with them, headed south  on 11 Nov. 1877.  The company consisted of Elizabeth Ann Walker, Jesse and wife, Loretta, Joseph Kay and wife, Margaret, William and wife, Charlotta, Noah Brimhall and wife, Lovina and numerous children.  There were 10 wagons, 25 head of horses, 45 head of cattle.

In April 1877(6), L.P. Cordon and sons Joseph and Emmanuel, William Walker settled at what is now known Woodruff, Arizona, then known as Tenney Camp, N. C. Tenney being the presiding elder.  This first settlement was a rock and adobe fort which formed a half square.  They adhered to the United Order.  Due to water shortage, they moved to what is now known as Taylor, Arizona.  The Walkers all settled there; it was first named Walkerville later renamed after President John Taylor.

Elizabeth Walker was a midwife and delivered many of the babies in that area.  She died in January 1900 at the age of 86 years.  Because of her great love for children, Emma Jennings then head of the Primary Association with the help of the Primary Children placed a marker on her grave.

She knew the prophet Joseph Smith and Brigham Young.  She told of spinning flax for the prophet.  She had many interesting experiences and many people around to whom she related them.  A very interesting person.

Reading about John Walker Jr. and Ike Potter made me interested enough to do a search on my “LDS Collectors Library ‘ 97” CD.  It appears that Ike Potter and maybe John Walker Jr. were the bad guys.

Read the following (Keith Black):

Our Pioneer Heritage, Vol. 13, p.507

Starr. The ranching settlement now known as Starr was originally known as Cheney's Ranch, and is located about three and one-half miles north of Mona on the main highway. In 1858 the soldiers of Johnston's Army established a ranch just north of the springs located here, built a livestock corral with mud walls, and kept stock there until the following fall when the army left Utah. According to available information, Ike Potter located a ranch near the springs sometime during the "fifties." Elam Cheney bought Potter's ranch in 1859, and the ranch was first [p.508] known as Cheney's Ranch. For four years Cheney lived alone, then Uriah Stewart of Springville settled near him, and in about 1870 Cheney sold his ranch to Jackson Stewart. A few years later, probably about 1880, a good portion of the property was purchased by the Albert W. Starr family, and his son William A. Starr operated the ranch until about 1910.

Our Pioneer Heritage, Vol. 8, p.108

As the spring of 1867 opened, raids were made on the stock of some of the settlements, and it became evident that the Indians were led by renegade white men. Captain Alma Eldredge of the Coalville cavalry visited them with an escort to feel out their temper in the interests of peace, but they were stubborn and hostile. Soon after this visit an attack was made on a sawmill on Chalk Creek, fifteen miles from Coalville, in which two Indians were killed and two citizens slightly wounded. Ike Potter, a notorious renegade white man, was the principal leader of these Indians. His father lived in a dugout about three miles below Coalville on the Weber. A letter from Ike to his father was intercepted by John Y. Green, a United States mail carrier. It was dated the 17th of July, and stated that Ike was camped on Bear River with a large party of Indians, among whom was Black Hawk, and that they were coming into the settlements in a few days. This report, with other incidents, made the people along the Weber doubly diligent.

Our Pioneer Heritage, Vol. 8, p.108

About 4 o'clock p.m., on the 28th of July, news came into Coalville that Ike Potter, with fifteen white men and Indians, was camped at his father's place below the town. A warrant for the arrest of Ike and party was in the hands of J. C. Roundy, the county sheriff. His deputy, Mr. Hawkins, called on Captain A. Eldredge to assist him with a detachment of his company. In a very few minutes thirteen men were on the march with the deputy sheriff. The little force was so posted that the enemy were deceived as to their numbers, and the arrest was effected without bloodshed. About 9 o'clock in the morning of July 29th, some thirty warriors came into the town of Coalville and demanded the release of the prisoners. Soon comprehending that the citizens were all prepared for defense, they became more moderate and reasonable in their demands, and finally promised to cease their depredations and be the friends of the whites. The Indians were released and the white men, seven in number, were retained for trial. In an attempt to escape, Potter and one of his companions were killed. The remaining five white men were released on "habeas corpus" by Judge Titus of the United States District Court. These events practically ended the Indian difficulties on the Weber and the people began to resume the ordinary routine of life. —D.U.P. History of Summit
