History submitted by Bill Minderman

Charles Howard Brown was born Feb 12, 1874 in Delphi, Indiana. His mother (Sarah) died when he was eight months old and Charles was given to a neighbor named Hawkins and raised by the name of Charles Hawkins. How he got to the McLeansboro, Illinois area is unclear. Charles never came to see his brother, Samuel Brown, while he was living but came to see Wickliffe A. Brown, son of Samuel, in 1959. 

Charles, 18 years old at the time, married Edith Josephine Anderson "Josie" on January 3, 1893, one day after Josie's 17th birthday, at the home of Josie's father, John S. Anderson, a prominent citizen of McLeanboro and son of one of McLeansboro's founders. Charles & Josie had five children in total. It appears that Charles was probably a farmer in their early years of their marriage and that he clearly was farming in 1910, per the 1910 Census. Sometime after 1910, he became a "teacher" at one of the many 1 room schools in the area, specifically, "Reed School." There were a number of "one room" schools in the McLeansboro area, with "Anderson School" being another. Around 1914-1915, Charles & Josie apparently were divorced. 
Charles at some time after leaving McLeansboro moved to New Mexico. While in Shiprock, NM, he was the Principal of an Indian Reservation School and met a teacher there, Pearl Mauldin, and married her on November 10, 1916. Charles registered for the draft during WW1 on September 12, 1918 and indicated he was married to Pearl at that time. He was 44 yrs old at that time and indicated he was 5' 7 1/2" tall and had "Blue" eyes and "Brown" hair and was still "Principal of the Shiprock School" in Shiprock, San Juan County, New Mexico. Shiprock is in extreme Northwest New Mexico and at a Navajo Indian Reservation. Pearl was also a "teacher at the Indian school" at the same time per the 1920 Census. The 1920 Census records show Pearl was originally from Alabama which probably prompted the eventual move back to Alabama by Charles and Pearl (see 1930 Census pic). 
Around 1918-1919, while married to Pearl and still the Principal at Shiprock, Charles apparently had another affair with a young woman named Lavina Walker, around 25 years of age at the time, and possibly another teacher at Shiprock since she was from Taylor, Arizona. This relationship produced a child, Conrad Howard Hawkins, born September 21, 1919,in Redmesa, Colorado. Presumably, Lavina's pregnancy caused her to move and there is no indication that Pearl was aware of it or that Charles took any financial responsiblity for his son. Years later, contact was made between Lavina and Conrad's family with various descendants of Charles. Charles and Pearl had their first child, Elsie M. Conrad, some time in 1921 in New Mexico, per the 1930 Census, and then two other children, Glenn M. Conrad, in 1927, and Gene B. Conrad, in January, 1930. Both boys were born in Alabama, likely Alexandria. Per the 1930 Census of Alexandria, Alabama, as of April 21, 1930, Charles was farming. Charles lived out his life in Alexandria, AL and in the 1940s and 1950s, at least, reestablished his relationship with his children from his marriage to Josie. 
Charles died at the age of 93 on January 2, 1968 in Oxford, Alabama and is buried there.
